LCMC Texas District 4

A MILESTONE ANNIVERSARY

Meet New Sweden Lutheran in Manor, Texas! On April 26, the
congregation marked its 150th anniversary with a celebration honoring
God's faithfulness across generations, from the church's past into its
future.

A Rich History

New Sweden Lutheran Church was established in 1876 by Swedish
immigrants who settled in the Texas countryside. The congregation's first
church building was constructed in 1879 on the site of what is now the
New Sweden Lutheran Cemetery. The current church building, completed
in 1923, features a striking 104-foot copper steeple visible for miles
around. Widely regarded as one of the most photographed churches in
Texas, the building's stained-glass windows and towering steeple
continue to draw admiration from visitors and passersby alike.
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NEW SWEDEN, (Y 12\, [@] 2§ As the church that serves the

countryside, we commit ourselves
to share Christs love in action
through our congregation,
community, and the world.

A Welcoming Congregation

While New Sweden Lutheran Church
honors its Swedish Lutheran
heritage, the congregation welcomes
people from all Christian
backgrounds and extends an open
invitation to anyone seeking a

- % Cchurch home. True to its longtime

mission statement, "the church that
serves the countryside," the
congregation has faithfully served its
community for a century and a half.
New Sweden Lutheran Church joined
LCMC and The Texas District in
November 2024.
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Annual Traditions and Celebrations

Despite its small size, New Sweden maintains a full calendar of tradition
and outreach throughout the year. Each year, the congregation hosts a
God and Country celebration, a program honoring the nation's veterans
that includes recognition of each branch of service, along with
presentations and special music.

In April, the church holds its Blessing of the Bicycles, welcoming local
bicycle clubs and individual riders for refreshments and a blessing for
safe travels. The congregation also celebrates its Swedish heritage
through an annual Heritage Day each April.

In December, New Sweden keeps the traditional Scandinavian festival of
Santa Lucia alive, with a service centered on Christian love and sacrifice
and a sing along of traditional and modern Christmas carols.

On Christmas morning, the congregation continues the tradition of
Julotta, a Swedish church service whose name combines "Jul," the
Swedish word for Christmas, with "otta," meaning the time just before
dawn. The candlelight service celebrates the birth of Jesus and the close
of the Advent season and includes the singing of Swedish hymns.
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Fellowship, Growth, and Outreach

Beyond its annual traditions, New Sweden offers weekly and monthly
opportunities for fellowship and growth, including Bible studies, game
days, homesteading classes, and other gatherings. The congregation is also
active in outreach, filling backpacks for local schoolchildren, packing
shoeboxes for children overseas, and sponsoring Angel families each
Christmas season.

Looking Ahead

As New Sweden, Manor celebrates its history and looks ahead with hope,
the congregation gives thanks for God's faithfulness across 150 years of
ministry.

LCMC Texas District is honored to have New Sweden Lutheran Church in
mission with us, and we look forward to seeing how God continues to work
through this faithful congregation for generations to come.
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